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all the way till within two dayes before wee met with all the Hands of Ice, that was the first day of July at night, and there rose a great and a mar-vailous great storme, and much foule weather; I trust in Almightie Jesu to hear good newes of her. And please your Grace, we were considering and a writing of all our order, how we would wash us and what course wee would draw, and when God doe send foule weather, that with the Cape de Sper shee should goe, and he that came first should tarry the space of sixe weeks one for another, and watered at Cape de Bas ten dayes, ordering of your Graces ship and fishing, and so departed toward the Southward to seeke our fellow: the third day of August we entered into >a good haven, called Saint John, and there we found eleven saile of JNbrmans, and one Brittaine, and two Portugall Barkes, and all a fishing, and so we are readie to depart toward Cape de Bas, and that is twentie five leagues, as shortly as we have fished, and so along the coast till we may meete with our fellow, and so with all diligence that lyes in me toward parts to that Hands that we are commanded by the grace of God, as we were commanded at our departing: And thus Jesu save and keepe your honorable Grace, and all your honourable Rever[ences], in the Haven of Saint John, the third day of August, written in haste. 1527.
By your servant John Rut, to his uttermost of his power.
I have by me also Albert de Prato's originall letter, in Latin stile, almost as harsh as the former English, and bearing the same date, and was indorsed, Reverend, in Christo Patri Domino Domino Cardinali & Domino Legato Angliae: and began, Reverendissime in Christo Pater salutem: iReverendissime Pater, placeat Reverendissimae paternitati Vestrae, scire, Deo favente postquam exivimus a Plemut quae fuit x Junii, &c. (the . substance is the same with the former and therefore omitted). Datum apud le Baya Saint Johan in Terris Novis, die x Augusti, 1527. Rever. Patr. vest, humilis servus, Albertus de Prato. (the name written in the lowest corner of the sheet).
NO. 77.   OVIEDO'S ACCOUNT OP JOHN RUT'S EXPEDITION
From Historic, General das Indias, by Gonzalo Fernandez deOviedo, 1535 (modern ed., Madrid, 1852), lib. xrs, cap. xiii.
In the year 1527 an English corsair, under pretext that he was going to discover, came with a great ship in the direction of Brazil on the coast